[Detection of stromelysin mRNA expression in human hepatocellular carcinoma by in situ hybridization].
For the propose of detecting the significance of stromelysin (of matrix metalloproteinase family) mRNA expression in the invasion and metastasis process of liver cell carcinoma, 19 cases of human hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) and their surrounding tissues were studied by in situ hybridization techniques. Nine cases of the HCC tissues were positive while all the tumor surrounding tissues were negative. The stromelysin expression levels were higher in those HCC complicated with portal tumor emboli or in those classified pathologically in II-IV degree. It is considered that portal cancer emboli is a characteristic event for intrahepatic and extrahepatic metastasis of HCC, and matrix metalloproteinase may be of importance for the tumor invasion and metastasis.